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WHY

NEXT R}-;GULAR }4EETING OF PSPCS

DES !,torltEs l4AsoNrc TEHPLE 22o8 s. ?2Jrd st. (Take Midway erit #11+9 west
of f  I -5. .go to f i rst  stop l ight  west of  Paci f ic  l l rvy.  S. . . turn r ight . )

Thursday March 19thr f9g8..?z3o t i l l  1o:oo p.m. (doors open about 5:fo pm)

Short business meeting..short  show report . .auct ion (one i tem-lci t -per
member please). .door pr ize. .Show & 3e11..member t rade and sel l  tables ( f ree

to members, please cover during business meeting).  Program: New member
Jay Bender the designer of the Bender View Camera ki ts sold worldwide
for the last 20 vears will talk about his kits. SliE BEIOW Ed.

NEfuJ HEUBER TO PROVIDE CLUB PROGRAM:

As announced above new rnember Jay Bender will pre'sent a progran at our Harch
meeting. Jay, a resident of Plain which is near Leavenworth, Washington, ( I  wonder
i f  there is a town named Jane close by? Ed.) wi l l  show highl ights of bui lding his
Iow cost r tdo- i t -yourselfrr  v iew camera ki ts.

Jay introduced his 4r! kit while stil l an undergraduate photography student at
Southern I l l inois Universi ty.  He studied under wel l  known photographer,  col lector
and historian Charles Swedlund. Jay worked with Swedlund on the Znd edition of
Swedlundrs wel l  known photography text book; doing al l  of  the behind the scenes
darkroom work and test ing for the book.

Jay, who is also a col lector,  wiI I  br ing some i tems for swapping etc.  I f  you
would l ike to preview Jayrs website you can at:  ht tp:  / /www.benderphoto.com

HERE CO}'IE THE FIRST SIIOWS OF SPRING:

There are two shows coming up fast. First, on March 21st the Portland Photographers
Forumr l5th Annual Swap Meet will be held at fhe Collectorsrs l4arket (old Pay-
n-Pah store) Iocated at BgOo N. Vancouver Rd. Port land. (Leave I-5 at exi t  JO5B...
travel east and south on WHITAKER RD. for aporoxinately /+ of a mile to the r'?tr
intersect ion at SCIIMEER RD... . turn Ief t . .go to N.VANCOUVER AVE and turn into parking
lot. For tables and all information call(l}t) 55?-9195.

Second is Siggirs Vancouver Canada show on Sunday Apri l  5th. Show loeat ion is
Jericho Hi l I  Centre l+t95 W. 4th Ave. Early in at 9:oo€-i lT$I5.Oo) Regualr  1O:oo a.m.
($f.OO) Show wi l l  end at l+ p.m. There is free parkingrfood and IJO tablee of
rr treasures'r .  CaII  Siggi (50l t)  9\ I-OIOO for al l  information.

NO BUS TRIP T}IIS YEAR:

Member Bob Peters had the interesting suggestion at
club meilEffiT a bus to go to the Vancouver show
would have had to sign up at a cost of  about $2O.OO.
felt that there was not enough time to put the trip
check on interest ear l ier in the fal l  nert  yearo

fhank you Bob for the interesting idea!

our February meeting that the
in Aprit. About l+j members

After a show of hands it was
together for this year but to

I '



I *BACKSIDE INIORHATtrONIT

Pebruary meeting came to order at ?33r 9.n.
Xinutes of January meeting approved as read.

UNFINISI{ED BUSIMSS:

Bob Xelly was not present to report on club Website. Report on January Portland Show

55 members and 2 guests were present.
Treasurer reported a positive bank balance.

Hike Immel and his show
2JO tables sold with 1l+ people

said it was not very good. ?he Everett show was lousy.
committee gave reports. Everything is going smoothly.

)lember Jin Vi1let ehorred some of

li aaid he never etaYe'interested

SHOW & TELL. .AUC?ION. .DOOR PRTZES:

Eight nembers brought intereetin6g treasures for Show &
Sir eold for a total of S9J.OO. Door prizes hrere won
Chucl Riehl ln. ,camera hat.

on a waiting list. lJ erhibit tables reseryed. Little Nichel and newsgaper ads will
go in during llarch and April.

NEW BUSINESS:

Reminder of Portland canera show on Harch 21st. This is mainly a show put on by a
user group rather than a collector group. Bob Peters suggested that club members
could rent a bus to go to the Vancouver B.C. show for about fi?}O.(See page one-Ed.)

PROGRA}1:

his favorite cameras and told how he aequired them.
in one camera long enough for it to beconre his favorite'

Seven items were auctioned.
Rainero..Kodak truck and

Tel l .
by Rick

Heeting adJourned at 9:O] p.n. for eookie mlnching and se1ling,/swaping.
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UNTIAPPT FACE CAUSES @NIUSION:

If the unhappy face you satt in the item on page one of the February
thint you had not paid your 1998 dues.. i t  d idnft t  I t  said to check
for said face. Sorry for any misunderstanding. If you are reading
1998 are PAIDT

ANOTf,ER CA},IERA STIO!'?

Ihel ' tarchissueof@!r ' ,besidee1ist ingourshowonApri125thr1istsa
show on June 2Oth in Greeham, Oregon. fhe show is to be held at the National Armoryt

tOO llE Division St. in Gresham. Public ie in from t:OO a.m. to l+:OO p.m. Contact
the Colurnbia Gorge Camera Club, Janet Wilcox, \515 SW Evans St., Portland, Oregon
9?2L9 phone (W1) 9??-?8t8 for alI the information.

lhis is the firet I have heard of this show this year. I think this is their third
year. As I rernember they are nice folks but they had a very low buyer turn-out last
year. fioveyer, it ie a ronderful timi to visit Portland and the beautiful Columbia River-Ed.
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Thanls to the Arizona Photographic Collectors for:
(Ansyer at end of news let terr 'Ed.)

Uhat unique 19O5 plate camera made in France had 12

Bellows made you
your IIAILING LABEL
this your dues for

Thfs Moath's Mystery guejtlou :

chambers to allow for 12 different

*.F.*rF.'RrF.*rq€
TIIE BELLOWS Newsletter is published 9 times per year by Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc. Information for

The Bellows should be sent to: Bill Kimber 1413 Weathervane Dr., Tacoma, WA 98466-5712 (253) 5e-4046

The P.S.P.C.S. internet address is: http://www.geocities'com/ewekalpatu3740l

Dues are $10.00 per year and should be sent to Secretaryffreasurer Shirley Spanow, 300 Pease Road, Cle Elum, WA 98922 (509)

674-lgl6.P.S.P.C.S. members receive first notification of our last Saturday in April yearly show.

PRESTDENI DAVE STUDEBAKER, (253) 582-4878

.'er9F.Xr%



The following story first appeared in the
much thanhs. Ed.

The Wearing of the Gold
by Bill Kimber

All of us started out as beginning c;unera collectors.
Somehow we became interested. in those instruments that

years old that year. The camera was covered. with a tan
colored retile-grained paper and had a gold-colored foil
seal on the upper rear corner of the right side. McKeoum,s

Price Guiile says that on many of these c;uneras the gold
coloring is often wom off, leaving the foil seal looking
silver. I th-irtk rn-faet-nciidy-Il of-fte-eamefaS you find
have silver seals. More on this later.

When I began collecting cruneras in the mid-seventies, I
was pleased to acquire a 50th anniversary camera but was
disappointed that it came without a box, and the seal was
indeed silver. Then at the Puget Sound Photographic
Collector's Society's fourth Show & Sale (back in the days
when anyone with cameras to sell could buy a table), a
truly wondrous thing happened. A fellow in his late
twenties set up a table of items for sale that were most
trnique. He had original advertising material, cameras and
related equipment from the early thirties. It was like going
back in time to a L930s cuunera store close-out sale. As I
gathered up some choice items, including a rare Kodak
dime cylinderbank, I asked him how he had managed to
come by all this 1930s photographica esoterica. He
grinned and told me.

Back in the early thirties, his Grandmother and
Grandfather had indeed owned a camera store in a small
town north of Seattle. Unfortunately, Grandfather, who
had 4 ryyr4geygalw_e.qayA,q4Lqcome !4f-a!ratcd wth a_ _
traveling Kodak equipment saleslady. One thing led to
another, and one fine night Grandfather just up and ran
off with her, never to be heard from again. (She pushed his
button and he did the rest, to paraphrase a phrase.)

Grandmother had not taken this well. lnstead of
remaining the "wronged sole proprietor of the camera
store to be pitied by one and all," she had said "to hell
with Grandfather, cameras and the store," or words to that
effect. In a fit of understandable pique, she had closed the
shop and stored the contents at her home in what must
have been a truly well-built and marvelously dry
basement. There this "treasure" had remained for fiftv
years. Hearing about our show, the grandson had dug it
out and brought a portion of it to sell. I assure you that he
had done his homework, and his prices were not "garage
sale," but you would kill to see them in today's market.
ItVhat had happened to his Grandmother he did not say.

Cascade Panorama and is used here with

From The Saturday Evening posf ad; seal
inset from Colliels ad.
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The following
to the Cascade

art ic le is used with
Panorama Ed.
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Gleaning Deco Cameras
by Charlie Kamerman

I was lucky to buy an uncorlmon gr,een Lightning Bolt
Petite camera recently that was in pretty good shape but
was very dirty, probabLy a7.5 to 8 on a scale from 1 to 10.
You can do a lot to enhance these cameras substantially but
you can't bring them back from the dead. Typically, I feel
comfortable if I can raise the grade 1 to 1.5 points. You are
dreaming if you think you can do much better.

I'll discuss mainly the metal and painted surfaces.
Although I have experimented with cleaning cloth bodies,
I have nothing to offer, other than don't repaint them. I
pretty much accept them as thev are. If you are lucky
enough to have colored bellovt s, leaae it alone. Be h"ppy
with what you have. Here is some related advice: Nner
pull acoLored bellows out of the camera. I will repeat that:
Nnr pull a colored bellows out of the camera. Every
colored Kodak camera comes apart to allow you to load
film into the camera. Always take the c€unera apart and

push the bellows out gently from the inside. I start from
the inside edges and work towards the lens. I have seen
someone pull the lens standard right off the bellows more
than once, before I could screarn, "Stop!" I once bought a
beautiful lavender Petite for $25 because the owner could
not get the bellows out. Although it took 3 hours, I got it
out intact by gently applyrng pressure from the inside,
working in a circular pattem towards the lens. If you have
a black bellows, just show the camera closed. It will
definitely look more attractive.

To improve the metal, I do a three step process every time:
Clean, revitalize and protect. It is generally simple and
not too time consuming. I use Megrriar's car cleaner
products, whidr have been around since 1901. I have been
using them since1979, when I bought my first car. It's also
the year I started collecting c€uneras. Generally you can
buy their products at car parts chain stores. I clean with
Heavy Duty Car Cleaner. Its unique formula blends mild
abrasives with rich nutrients that feed the paint while
removing layers of oxidation and stubbom stains. I
revitalize with Deep Crystal Polish, a super rich polishing
crealn that puts back into paint valuable oils lost through
oxidation. I protect with Cleaner Wax, the easiest way to
clean, enrich and protect paint. It deep-cleans your finish
and removes fine scratches in that order.

The key is non-abrasiae ot mild abrasiae. You can probably
use any non-abrasive products. I have seen what happens
when someone tries to scratch off a variety of surface
defects, and it's not a pretty picture. Rubbing compounds,
abrasive cleaners, sand paper, steel wool, screw drivers
and even fingemails make things much worse than they
really are. Once you have mutilated a surface, there is no
tuming back.

\zVhen applying clearlers, use only a soft, thin, white,
cotton cloth. White allows you to see how you are doing,thin allows you to feel whai i, goi"gl;. Do not use yourfingemail as a weapon, becaurJit 

"lr, "irrr" 
surface

scratches. I prefer thin cloth like old jockey und.erwear; abit thicker but still acceptable are clotl, diapers. Now youkno'w the real reason that I have frua iirr" 
"frifdren: 

to keep
*:13fr:ry1y. of.diapers availaUre. 

-aiways 
wipe in acrcul;u motion, but do not go back and forttr ovei thesame spot. Remember that these are not cars and that you

*:::^y.*-g.on 
large areas, so a little cleaner g*, irong way. Continually-move to a new spot on your cloth.It-is easy to have a small speck of rust stirck in the middle

of your cloth that will scraich the surface ttrat you are
lyi"g lo improve. A thin cloth allows you to feel for
tnose things before it,s too late.

Do not be afraid to repeat all three steps. It might take afew tries to get the shrne you want. you do not have to
fld I:g 

fingers to thetone; slow, even pressure workstne best. lor those hard to reach areas and edges, I havefound that bamboo skewers, *ni"f, l"rr U" purchased atany grocery store, do the trick. The point will reach just
about anywhgre by itself or with a cloth around it. you
can aqgly enough pressure to get rid of the dirt without
scratching the surface. Keep the c:unera closed as much
as possille, and when you clean the inside bed, keep the
lens board inside its housing. When you push the
bellows out and clean arourid the lens, be careful not to
Plsh your finger through the bellows. Keep all chemicals
off the bellows as well is the cloth or leathei body. Use a
c,lean,cloth to wipe down the camera when you are done,
then keep your hands off it. you might .rr"-*hitu gloves
as you work, but I do not. I have cleaned the metaf
lurfacg olmany cameras including the Gift Kodak, Beau

.?:"*3:: 
Bantam Special and seveial perites - Coquette,

Step Pattern, and Diamond Door. By the way, I also use
this same technique on porcelain signs. However, I don,t
Yu *y car anymore. It's too much work, and I let the
dirt protect the surface.

|  + *  *  *  *  **  *  * , r  + l  *  t  t  +*, t*  ** f  *  * t , t r r r r ' '

Answer: The
Le Mosatc is
ttrc size and
shape oJ a
cigar box. The
lens and shut-
ter assemblg
both moue
horizontaLlg
and uerttcallg
to take up to
72 exposures on
partttions can be
sures per pLate.

one ptate. Front tntertor
aQjustedJor taktng 9 e.upo-

Theg ListJor $2,500

I t .


